GEORGE THE THIRD
of a chapel-o£-ease in Brentford, where the election was being
held. It is impossible not to believe that a deliberate attempt
was made to influence the course of the election: on March 28th,
the day on which polling was due to commence, a rowdy mob
marched from London to Brentford. Barrington at the War
Office at once wrote to the King to inform him what steps he had
taken to preserve order in the capital when the mob returned
in the evening. His prudence won the approbation of the King,
who replied to the effect that he would not stir from home so
that he could be available in the event of any emergency.
But the situation was quickly out of control. Angry crowds
thronged before the royal palaces and besieged the homes of the
Government's supporters. People passing in the streets were
subjected to injury and insult; and much damage was done to
property. An inefficient constabulary could never hope to cope
with such an ugly situation: the Government not unnaturally
hesitated to use the military. Weymouth was tireless in his
efforts to restore order: he wrote to the magistrates urging them
to deal firmly with all disturbers of the public peace, and he
had detachments of troops brought into the capital to meet
emergencies. George himself longed for an opportunity to
disperse the mob * at the head of the Guards.' He recognized
that it was time strong action was taken to crush the forces of
disorder which made London one of the unsafest cities in Western
Europe. He was well aware that the affair of Wilkes was merely
another excuse for the lawless elements to pursue their mischievous
designs.
We have independent mobs that have nothing to do with Wilkes,
and who only take advantage of so favourable a season. The
dearness of provisions incites—the hope of increase of wages allures
—and drink put them in motion. The coalheavers began; and it
is well it is not a hard frost, for they have stopped all coals coming
to town. The sawyers rose, too, and at last the sailors, who have
committed great outrages in merchant ships and prevented their
sailing.
Thus wrote Horace Walpole to a friend.
The news that Wilkes had been returned for Middlesex served
to intensify the popular excitement. London went mad when
he returned from Brentford: the streets were illuminated, and
crowds gathered to shout c Wilkes and Liberty' and do a great
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